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DR 853 – Creative Producing & Dramaturgy 2011/12:

Performance and Venue Reports – 
Instructions for your first assignment

· Deadline: Week 1, Wednesday 28 September 2011, 3 pm.

· Submit one production report, and one venue report at 500 words each using the template available on the webpage www.dramaturgy.org.uk (‘Material’-section), fill them in on your computer and then print off and submit as usual (two copies, cover sheet, etc.). These forms are based on existing report forms used by the Arts Council for their assessment of funded productions and venues.

· Compose your production report on a performance you have seen over the summer, in Canterbury, London, or your hometown. It is not enough to just describe the production, but you need to demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the genre, any contextual research and the artistic concept itself as well as the artistic team’s achievement in relation to what they appear to have set out to achieve.

· For your venue report, investigate the programming and publicity of a venue of your choice – this may be your local or favourite theatre. As with the performance reports, you should have been to this venue, and have conducted some research for the reports, eg. Reading any newspaper articles about it, talking to the management, etc. (the inclusion of primary material and original findings will be more beneficial for your mark than copying the information from the venue’s website).

· On the occasion of your theatre visits, collect available publicity material.

· Include such supporting material as appendix, but note that this material will remain with our files. As you will require original material such as brochures, programme booklets etc. about the venues and productions throughout the course, submit photocopies, not originals.

The Assessment Criteria and how they apply to this project:

A.) Knowledge and understanding: your comprehensive understanding of the productions and the venue, and your critical awareness of problems at a level which is informed by professional practice in creative producing and dramaturgy. 

B.) Research: your initiative and informed decision-taking; your use of further resources and techniques to assist your research and insight.

C.) Structure of argument: your skills and ability in critically evaluating the approaches demonstrated by the productions and venue, and your ability to propose an original and competent perspective; your ability to present a complex assessment in a systematic way, making sophisticated and informed judgements

D.) Form and Presentation: your ability to record and document dramaturgica processes and experiences in an informed, clear, and focussed way that communicates to the intended reader.

Writing your Reports 

A report is neither a review, nor an essay. It should be a concise, to-the-point appraisal that is professionally presented. Only include relevant information, be succinct, focussed, and competent. Include evidence to back up your views, thus giving a substantiated evaluation appropriate for the event or venue – not your personal response, unfounded guesswork or opinion! It is therefore imperative that impressions and observations from your visits need further research to substantiate them with evidence. Also, undertake quality research on the play, production, director, etc.

Finally, be accurate, write clearly and in good English that communicates to the reader. Proofread and edit your work before submission.
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